opoilt for choice

Truck makers now have all their Euro 6 ducks in a row, and if DAF’s rigids and multi-wheelers are anything
to go by, fleet managers have never had it so good. lan Norwell reports from Verviers

o truck is all things to all men these
days, but the variety among rigids
makes the tractor-trailer combination
look distinctly plain. While pallets by
the million fly up and down motorways

behind curtains pulled by relatively standard tractors,
the staple fare feeding the construction, urban
distribution and agricultural sectors comprises an
array of two-, three- and four-axle trucks.

Across Europe this sector is growing, putting on
3.7% in 2013 alone, with rigids accounting for 35%
of all trucks registered. Indeed, 6-tonne-plus

Right: DAF’s LF 280 registrations in European Union countries topped

Construction looks 142,000 chassis last year — which many see as a

the part with its return to pre-recession business.

solid build However, at the light end, there are moves both

up and down away from 7.5 tonnes, which now
suffer from the highest legislative burden for their
payload. Some fleets have gone for simplicity and leader coping with the variety of chassis and
taken the sub-3.5-tonne route, while others have applications?
climbed the ladder to 18- or even 26-tonners in the
search for better productivity.

Either way, in the UK, where DAF is responsible DAF’s rigid chassis start with the LF at 7.5 tonnes,
for a quarter of all registrations above 3.51 tonnes, and run through to the biggest two-axle rigid at 18
the truck maker leads every rigid class above 7.4 tonnes. Paccar’s PX5 and PX7 engines have a heavy
Below right: Euro 6 tonnes — with the sole exception of eight-wheelers, reliance on SCR (selective catalytic reduction) with a
LF with box body where Scania dominates. So how is the market DPF (diesel particulate filter), and only lean very lightly

. . . . on EGR (exhaust gas recirculation) cleansing. These
WVTA and I"Igld bodies: warning are good, simple trucks. Indeed, an urban route
through the town of Verviers with an 19-tonne LF
The Whole Vehicle Type Approval (WVTA) regulations come into force on
29 October 2014, and DAF’s Phil Moon believes that this will impact rigid
registrations. “October will see another blip as rigid chassis are pulled
forward,” he says.

As for how prepared the industry is, Moon is more circumspect.
“There’s still a way to go. Some bodybuilders are only just getting
‘conformity of production’ decertified, which is a relatively early stage in
the process.” Will there be a rush to register chassis cabs? “Probably,” he
says, adding that plenty of operators are also in the dark.

Meanwhile DAF’s LF Aerobody production at its Leyland factory is
doing reasonable business at around 1,000 units a year. As an ex-factory
product, designed at Leyland and built there by DAF on a separate line,
it's not subcontracted to a ‘live-in-lodger‘ bodybuilder, so should be free
of any glitches or compromises that a ‘two-party’ product can throw up.
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